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Community Investment
in Literacy

Inspecting equipment

A

focusof GCMC’s community investments has been language and literacy.
This has included providing funding, along with Teck and NOVAGOLD,
for a Tahltan language dictionary project led by Tahltan linguist Dr. Judy
Thompson. We have also continued our contributions to summer literacy
camps in Glenora, Dease Lake and Iskut, providing children with a fun way
to continuing learning essential reading skills during the summer months.
Glenora Cultural/Literacy Camp 2015

Year in
Review
I

n the midst of a challenging year
for the mining industry, which
is currently facing low commodity
prices, GCMC has focused its 2015
efforts on care and maintenance
of the Project site while continuing
to advance internal engineering
work. The work at site has included
inspecting equipment, buildings and
bridges, as well as selling surplus
mobile equipment (some of which
was purchased by TNDC and other
Tahltan companies). The GCMC team
also provided support for a summer
exploration program that Teck
operated at its Schaft Creek project.
The outlook for 2016 is similar, with
taking care of the site being our
main focus.
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Left: Ann Ball, Nancy Danuser, Pauline Hawkins, Duncan McLaren;
Right: Sonia Dennis, Jillian Wiesner, Vera Asp, Dwayne Day

Iskut River
Archaeology Curriculum
I

n 2007, GCMC found artifacts
where the Project’s access
road crosses the Iskut River. The
archaeological dig that followed was
carried out by a Tahltan archeology
team and GCMC’s consultants
(Rescan Tahltan Environmental
Consultants, or RTEC) and revealed a
major find of thousands of artifacts.
Since that time, GCMC and the
Tahltan Nation have been working
together on how best to tell the
story of this important find. We
celebrated a major milestone in April
with the release of an archaeology
curriculum for Tahltan students based
on the Iskut find.
The curriculum uses a variety of
creative activities to engage students
in thinking about what archaeology
teaches us about Tahltan history
and has activities appropriate
for the full range of school-aged
children. The Iskut find, shown to
be over 5,000 years old by carbon
dating, is an ideal case study as
this archaeological work uncovered
a new piece of Tahltan history.
Many of the artifacts are made
from obsidian sourced from Mount
Edziza. The artifacts themselves are
preserved in a museum, but replicas

of several significant artifacts have
been made to allow students to
touch and feel the tools used by
Tahltans living thousands of years ago.
The development of the archaeology
curriculum was championed by
Tahltan archaeologist Vera Asp, who
was supported by archaeologist and
UVic professor Duncan McLaren
and writer/editor Jenny Storey.
Vera and Duncan are actively
involved with the Tahltan Heritage
Resources Environmental Assessment
Team (THREAT), ensuring that
archaeological resources are properly
considered in activities within Tahltan
territory. GCMC provided funding and
Ann Ball facilitated the coordination
between the different parties.

Original Chance Find Artifact

School District 87, led by
Superintendent Mike Gordon, has
been very supportive and hosted the
first training session at the school
board office for teachers from Dease
Lake and Telegraph Creek. The
feedback received from teachers
has been very positive. The artifact
replicas are available for schools
to sign out, at the SD 87 office in
Dease Lake.
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Prayer Song Before the Ride

TCG President, Chad Day and Rick
McLean On Tšēdu at Tahltan

David Deisley and Andrew Thrift at Canada Day

Tour de Telegraph
and Canada Day
T

his year marked the third year
that GCMC has participated in
the fundraiser bike ride between
Dease Lake and Telegraph Creek,
now called the Tour de Telegraph.
The day began with Elder Nancy
McGhee and Tahltan Central
Government (TCG) President Chad
Day drumming and singing a prayer
song for the ride. Chad brought
along Laurie Watt, TCG’s new
Chief Financial Officer, for the ride,
providing Laurie with a firsthand
introduction to how steep those
hills really are! Former Tahltan Band
chief and ride founder Rick McLean
rode again, joined by a family

participating as a relay team for the
first time. CFNR once again provided
riders and tunes to keep the riders’
spirits up. This year GCMC’s Andrew
Thrift was joined by representatives
of the two companies who are
50% owners of GCMC: Vesta
Filipchuk of Teck and Dave Deisley
of NOVAGOLD. The riders finished
in Dease Lake just in time to
join TNDC’s 30-year anniversary
celebration.
This year’s ride raised almost
$20,000 for the Dease Lake Rec
Centre. Running an important facility
like this doesn’t come cheap—the

power bill alone is around $20,000.
So you could say that funds raised
by the bike ride are literally helping
“keep the lights on” for hockey
games and all the other important
activities hosted at the Rec Centre.
After recovering from the ride for
a few days, Andrew, Dave and
Vesta helped out with Canada Day
celebrations in Dease Lake, taking
shifts flipping burgers with TNDC,
who hosted the barbecue this year.
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10th Annual GCMC/Tahltan Nation
Bursary Award
Winners
This year on October 18th, Tahltan
Day, we marked the tenth
anniversary of the bursary award
program GCMC offers for Tahltans
pursuing post-secondary education
in Canada. Bursaries are awarded
based on the following criteria:
academic achievement, community
involvement, as well as educational
and career goals. Bursaries are not
restricted to educational programs
directly related to mining, but
special consideration is given to
applicants whose career goals relate
to the mining industry. We wish our
2015 bursary award winners much
success in their studies. You can read
more about our 2015 winners in this
issue. In recognition of this 10-year
milestone, we are also honouring our
past winners, many of whom have
gone on to successful careers after
completing their schooling.

Academic Bursary
Winners
Nathan Skubovius
Gayleen Day
Kiana Ball
Jamie Davignon
Cassia Jakesta

1st place
2nd place
3rd place
4th place
5th place

$2500
$2500
$2000
$2000
$1000

Non-academic
Bursary Winners
Nathan Nole
Delaney Nole
Shanna Creyke
Laurin Sutherland
Teneal Nole

1st place
2nd place
3rd place
4th place
5th place

$1000
$1000
$1000
$1000
$1000

D

ear Galore Creek Mining
Company Tahltan Nation Bursary
Awards
I am writing to thank you for
your generous financial support
as I continue on my engineering
career path. I was very happy and
appreciative to learn that I was
selected as the recipient of your
generous award.

I am an engineering major with
an emphasis in mining. I plan on
becoming a Liaison between my
community and the many mining
companies that have claims in
our territory. I am currently in my
second year of the 4 year degree
at the University of British Columbia.
After graduation I will work with
an innovative, sustainable and
environmentally aware company to
learn a better understanding of good
industry practices. I plan to help
bring world class mining into Tahltan
Territory and mesh culture with
industry. Thanks to your generosity, I
am one step closer to this goal.
By awarding me the Tahltan Nation
Bursary Awards, you have lightened
my financial burden which allows
me to focus on the most important
aspect of school, learning. The
generosity you have shown me has
inspired me to help others and to
give back to the community and will
be going to the first Tahltan Youth
Council in October. I hope one day I
will be able to help future students
achieve their goals, just as you have
helped mine.

I

would like to extend my deepest
gratitude to the GCMC committee
for picking my essay as one of the
top contenders.

I am very honoured to be part of
this amazing journey as I continue
my education in science and how
I can incorporate my traditional
knowledge into the moderate
science world.
I am in my 3rd year at UNBC,
studying to be an Environmental
Geoscientist with a focus on tailing
impoundments. Reclamation will
be the next big thing in Tahltan
Country; as a result I want to be a
part of it.
The money that I will receive will
be put to good use. As a single
mother winning this award, it helps
with my financial standing. Therefore
I am truly grateful.

Meduh.

Once again, Medu from the bottom
of my heart for this wonderful gift.

Tsànas ts’otsza (Nathan Skubovius)

Gayleen - Eth’eni Family
| December 2015

W

ell first, I would like to give
a mēdu chō to the awesome
GCMC team for the opportunity.

It’s an honour to have won this
bursary. This is going to assist me
with my past and future costs, as
I proceed with my schooling as a
heavy duty mechanic this coming
Year.
Nathan Nole

A

M

y name is Shanna Creyke and
s a winner of the Galore Creek
I am enrolled for the electrical
Mining Cooperation bursary, I
pre-apprenticeship at Thompson
would like to express my gratitude
Rivers University this coming winter
for the support that you have
semester. Upon completion of this
provided me through this bursary.
course I plan on returning to the
I am currently in my second year
mining industry and completing
of the Natural Resource Science
my schooling through an electrical
Degree program and motivated to
apprenticeship.
complete my degree. The bursary
with
ofbursary,
school
As awill
winnerassist
of the Galore
Creekthe
Miningcosts
Cooperation
I would like to express my gratitude for the
support
that you have
provided
me through
this bursary.
year oflike
the Natural
would
to thank Galore Creek
supplies,
fees
and
living
costs.I amI currently
am in myI second
Resource Science Degree program and motivated to complete my degree. The bursary will assist with
Mining
Corporation
for this Bursary;
honoured
to
be
recognized
as
a
the costs of school supplies, fees and living costs. I am honoured to be recognized as a post-secondary
Tahltan
student. Your generosityTahltan
is allowing mestudent.
to make my goals
and dreamsI aknow
reality.
it will help aid in my future
post-secondary
Your
endeavors and with the all the
Sincerely,
generosity is allowing me to make
costs that come with schooling.
Cassia
Jakesta
my
goals and dreams a reality.
Congratulations to all the other
winners of this bursary, and all the
Cassia Jakesta
best to you on your road to success.
Shanna Creyke

M

y name is Jamie Davignon, I
am the granddaughter of
Millie Johnstone (nee Edzerza), and
the great-granddaughter of the
late George and Grace Edzerza. I
am taking a Bachelors of Applied
Science in Environmental Engineering
joint program with the University
of Northern British Columbia and
the University of British Columbia.
For the 2015/16 academic year
I am a grateful recipient of the
2015 GCMC/Tahltan Nation Bursary
Award. The bursary will allow me be
able to focus on school and enjoy
the final year of my undergraduate
degree. Thank you to Galore Creek
Mining Corporation and the review
committee for making this year
easier finically.
Jamie Davignon

M

eduh, to the Galore Creek
Mining Corporation (GCMC),
for awarding me this bursary. I am
in my 3rd year of an Undergraduate
of Social Sciences in Sociology with a
focus in crime, law, and social control
at UVic. After I complete this degree,
I plan on applying to law school. I
was fortunate this past summer to
have had solid summer employment;
however this bursary makes it a lot
easier to focus on school. So thank
you, to GCMC for their investment in
my education endeavours.
Kiana Ball (Kostīn)

T

hank you; it’s been a blessing
to be able to receive this. The
Bursary will cover the remaining cost
of my tuition.

The cost of tuition is very high. I
was extremely stressed out. Now, I
will be okay. I am thankful that this
opportunity is eligible for us Tahltans.
Thank you for making it possible for
me to further my education.
Laurin Sutherland
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Recognizing 10 years
of Bursary Winners
2006

2007

2008

Natasha Seymour
Joscelyne Ponsioen
Chad Day
Jade Gagnon
Jason Smith
Vera Asp
Christine Ball
Thelma Asp
Paige Callison
Stacey Peterson (Day)

Riannon Ball
Georgette Carlick
Kelsey Marion
Tamara Skubovius
Blaine Lindstrom
Natasha Callbreath
Adrian Carlick
Vera Asp
Cheralene Abou
Annita McPhee
Cassandra Puckett

Georgette Carlick
Kyle Penner
Francis Marion
Rachel Rattray
Robyne Ponsioen
Riannon Ball
Christine Creyke
Leia Edzerza
Sheldon Dennis
Tiffany Creyke

2009

2010

2011

Riannon Ball
Amanda Quash
Natasha Seymour
Christine Creyke
Candice McBride
Geraldine Tashoots
Sheldon Dennis
Alexis Dennis
Courtney Wheelton
Lauren Wolfe

Amanda Quash
Chantel Quock
Dustin Tashoots
Carolyn Doody
Carlene Quock
Natalia Dennis
Clifford Slater
Kamaria Dennis
Miranda Jackson
Teneal Nole

Jason Dennis
Amanda Quash
Chantel Quock
Calvin Carlick
Jordan Rattray
Shana Day
Sandra Carlick
Teneal Nole
Kamaria Dennis
Jeri Quock

2012

2013

2014

Taylor Stang
Jamie Davignon
Freda Campbell
Chantel Quock
Carmen McPhee
Candace Quock
Dylan Chapdelaine
Phil Fraser
Katrina Framst
Corey Nole

Calvin Carlick
Gayleen Day
Jamie Davignon
Kiana Ball
Tanya Ball
Nathan Skubovius
Reginald McGinty
Phil Fraser
Leigh Lindstrom
Alysha Johnny Hawkins

Chantel Quock
Nathan Skubovius
Jamie Davignon
Kiana Ball
Carlene Ducharme
Delaney Nole
Phil Fraser
Laurin Sutherland
Reno Nash
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