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Uhtlān Gwēł
(Galore Pack Sack)
Ann Ball
Reaches 10-year
Milestone with
GCMC

In April of this year Ann Ball
celebrated a major milestone of
10 years with GCMC. In her
community relations role she
was instrumental in supporting
the dialogue between the
company and the Tahltan
Nation that ultimately led to the
signing of the Participation
Agreement in 2006. Her
steadfast commitment to the
project has continued through
its ups and downs over the
years, motivated by her desire
to see the Tahltan fully
participate in and benefit from
mining development in their
territory.

Project Leadership
Transition
GCMC project leadership has
recently changed, as we
continue to focus on internal
engineering studies, during
which time drilling programs
and access road
improvements are on hold.
Paul Cocklin has stepped
down from his leadership role
and Andrew Thrift has taken
on the Project Manager role
for the Galore Creek project,
reporting to the GCMC
Management Committee.
Paul joined the project in 2006
with a long track record of
successful mine construction
with his former employer,
Placer Dome. He served as
GCMC’s Construction and
Site Manager, leading access
road safety improvements and
drill programs, before taking an
overall project leadership role in
2012. Paul is a great team-builder
and was valued for his open door
policy and the care he
demonstrated to employees and
contractors alike. His leadership

Paul Cocklin

has been critical to making GCMC
a workplace that demonstrates
respect for Tahltan culture and he
has expressed great appreciation
for the positive working
(Continued on page 2)
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GCMC Leadership Transition (continued)
relationships he has enjoyed with
many in the Nation. We wish Paul the
very best as he returns to New
Zealand.
Andrew joined GCMC in 2011 as
Manager, Environment & Community
Affairs, following a role leading the
permitting and construction
environmental management of the Mt.
Milligan copper-gold mine. We
welcome Andrew to his new position
and look forward to the year ahead.
Andrew Thrift

Chief’s Bike Ride 2014
second year in a row.
Rick Mclean stated, “the ride netted
$21,000 this year”.

Collin Ball and Rick McLean

We were pleased to join another successful Chief’s
bike ride from Dease Lake to Telegraph Creek in
July. Rain on the first half of the ride made for
muddy riders, but the sun shone for the second
half, where the group was joined by 11-year-old
Antonio Quock who finished the ride with the pack.
GCMC’s Andrew Thrift completed the event for the

Galore Creek Project

Antonio Quock

Page
Page
22

December 2014

Congratulations to the
2014 GCMC/Tahltan Nation
Bursary Award Winners
GCMC offers a bursary award program for Tahltan
members pursuing post-secondary education. A
call for applications is issued in the fall and bursary
awards are granted on October 18 to celebrate
Tahltan Day. Applications are reviewed by a
committee of GCMC and Tahltan members for the
following criteria: academic achievement,
community involvement, as well as educational
and career goals. Bursaries are not restricted to
educational programs directly related to mining, but
additional scoring is given to applicants whose
career goals relate to the mining industry. This
year we had 41 applicants overall: 31 in the
academic category and 10 in the non-academic/
trades category. We wish our 2014 winners much
success in their studies. In this issue, we’ve
profiled the 2014 winners who submitted their
pictures and paragraphs to us.

2014 Award Winners

Dear Galore Creek Mining Company

Academic
1st place— Chantel Quock—$2500
2nd place—Nathan Skubovius—$2500
3rd place—Jamie Davignon—$2000
4th place— Kiana Ball—$2000
5th place— Carlene Ducharme—$1000
Non-Academic ($1000 each)
1st place— Andrade Louie
2nd place—Delaney Nole
3rd place— Phil Fraser
4th place— Laurin Sutherland
5th place— Reno Nash

Nathan Skubovius– 2nd place Academic

Meduh to the Galore Creek Mining Company
(GCMC) for awarding me this bursary. I am
thankful for the support from my family and the
Tahltan Band in supporting my goals of becoming
a Mining Engineer. I would like to thank GCMC for
this award and will be using this bursary to
purchase a new laptop that will be used for the
remainder of my Engineering Degree. I will be
using the remainder of the money to cover the
expense of textbooks in my second semester.
Thank you once again for your generosity and
support.
Sincerely,
~ Tsànas ts’otsza (Nathan Skubovius)
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Bursary Award Winners 2014 (continued)
My name is Delaney Nole.
Thank you for selecting me as the 2nd Place winner for a GCMC
Bursary. Currently I am doing a Heavy Duty Equipment Technician
Apprenticeship through Tahltan Nation Development Corporation. Next
spring/summer I will be attending Okanagan College, April to August of
2015. I will be doing levels I and II back to back. The monies I have
been awarded will go towards my travel expenses and accommodation
while I am there. I look forward to working many years in the mining
industry and thank you very much for your support.
~ Delaney Nole

Thank you Galore Creek Mining Corporation for the
bursary award and support you have given me in my
continuing education. The bursary will be used to further
assist me in the my studies so I can earn my bachelor’s
degree in geology and in the future use my education to
assist in the development and preservation of the Tahltan
land. I am very honored and grateful to receive this award,
thank you.
~ Reno Nash

GALORE CREEK MINING CORPORATION
I would like thank your for decision in awarding me a bursary.
This bursary will enable me to upgrade and add to the existing
tools I already possess, in my endeavor to become a more
educated welding inspector. These tools are imperative in the
welding inspector field in all facets of industry and will enable
me to do my job properly. Your very substantial bursary will
aid me greatly – thank you very much, I am grateful for your
assistance.
~ Phil Fraser
Naghā
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Bursary Award Winners 2014 (continued)
I would like to take this opportunity to say Medu to Galore Creek and the
Tahltan Nation for making this bursary possible. I plan to invest in a new
Apple MacBook Air computer that I can carry with me to class for taking
endless notes and constructing many papers. Thank you again for believing
in my ability to continue my university endeavours!

~ Carlene Ducharme

My name is Kiana Ball, my Tahltan name is Kostīn.
I would like to thank GCMC for this opportunity; this bursary is very
much appreciated. I am currently enrolled in the Faculty of Social
Sciences at UVic, planning on majoring in sociology. This bursary
is going to help me get through my second year here at UVic, and
help me to pursue my dreams of an education. I plan on applying
for law school after my undergraduate degree is complete.
~ Kiana Ball
Kostīn

I am in my 4th year of an Undergraduate of Applied Sciences in
Environmental Engineering at UBC. It is expensive to study in
Vancouver, away from my Yukon home. I have been fortunate to have
good and relevant summer employment – but the Galore Creek Mining
bursary really makes it easier for me to focus on my studies. This
4th year is challenging in many ways, so I would like to say Thank You
to the volunteers who took time to assess the applications and to
Galore Creek Mining Corporation for their continued investment in the
Tahltan Nation.
~ Jamie Davignon
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Tahltan Culture and Literacy Camps

Summer is a great time for kids to relax, but it can also be an opportunity for learning in a fun
environment. This past summer Tahltan culture and literacy camps were held in Glenora and Iskut. These
camps gave kids an opportunity to learn more about their culture and language from elders, as well as
improve their reading skills. The camps resulted from collaboration between Tahltan Health & Social
Services Agency, Iskut Valley Health Services and the Stikine Wholistic Working Group, with funding
contributions from Teck, Seabridge Gold, AltaGas and GCMC.
Teaching each morning was followed by field trip activities in the afternoon, such as swimming or a berrypicking trip to the Tahltan blueberry camp. As the Glenora camp was held during the fishing season in
July, the children
learned how to pull
fish out of nets and
prepare the salmon
for the winter.
Kathleen Morin-Louie
taught the literacy
portion of the Glenora
camp and shared
teaching at the Iskut
camp in August with
Peter MacKay.
Over 35 to 45 kids per
day participated in the
camps. GCMC was
proud to support this
inter-generational
community learning
initiative that
integrated culture and
literacy.
Elders Roy Quock, Pat and Edith Carlick at Glenora Cultural and Literacy Camp

For further information on the Galore Creek Project please contact:
Ann Ball - Senior Coordinator Community Relations, Galore Creek Mining Corporation
Smithers Office: 250-877-0166

Cell: 778-772-6355
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Email: ann.ball@gcmc.ca
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